ENGL 2312.001: Being at Home in America
Dr. Kendall Dinniene (pronounced “duh-NEEN?”)

Course Description

When you think of home, do you think of a building, a person, a nation, or something else? Perhaps
you have more than one answer. American fiction shows us that home can be many things,
including a place of freedom or of confinement, a solid reality or a fragile, tormenting dream. This
course introduces students to the study of fiction with an emphasis on texts that complicate notions
of home from feminist and queer perspectives, including James Baldwin’s Gzovanni’s Room and
Emma Copley Eisenberg’s Housemates. We will work together to understand how authors formally
attend to and complicate representations of home, and how these representations engage us, trouble
us, and make us question what we think we know. Some questions we will consider: what does
“home” truly mean? What cox/d it mean? What can learning to recognize who gets to belong (and
who doesn’t) teach us about ourselves and our world?

Course Texts

The Stepford Wives by Ira Levin, ISBN 978-1849015899

Giovanni’s Room by James Baldwin, ISBN 978-0345806567

Zami: A New Spelling of My Name by Audre Lorde, ISBN 978-0895941220
Housemates by Emma Copley Eisenberg, ISBN 978-0593242230

What You’ll Learn

* To analyze and interpret written and visual texts.

* To generate ideas about what you read/view.

* To communicate your ideas clearly and compellingly, both verbally and in writing.

* To think critically about dominant narratives of home and belonging in the US, including
how those narratives intersect with race, gender, sexuality, body size, and more.

Assignments

* Twelve weekly pop quizzes and a variety of pre- and in-class activities including annotated
readings, vocab exercises, and writing workshops.

* Two 4-5 page essays, each on a course text and submitted with a reflection.

* An 8-page zine about your vision of home due the date of our final exam review session.
* A final exam.

Weighted Grades

* Daily Participation 20%

* Weekly Pop Quizzes 15%
e Essay 1 15%

* Essay 2 15%

* Zine 15%

* Final Exam 20%

Teaching Methods
This course utilizes mini-lectures, instructor-led discussion, close-reading and writing workshops,
pop quizzes, activities including free writing and think-pair-share, and student-led discussion. I will



not spend the majority of our time together lecturing at you; expect to participate generously in
shaping this class and contributing to your own and others’ learning each day.

Daily Participation

I welcome and expect robust student participation throughout each class meeting. In addition to
contributing generously during in-class discussion, you will also take part in activities such as
collaboratively annotating readings and writing and textual analysis workshops. Please note that in-
class activities cannot be made up or submitted late, but I will drop your two lowest scores in this
category

automatically, not to include in-class discussion participation.

Weekly Pop Quizzes
Once per week, you will complete a timed, five-question reading quiz. I will drop your two lowest
quiz scores automatically.

Analytical Essays

In 4-5 double-spaced pages, you will make an original, specific argument based upon significant
close readings of textual evidence drawn from two fictional course texts. You must submit a
complete draft of both papers to be workshopped in class prior to the final paper due dates.

Zine
Zines are small booklets that combine original writing and imagery to take a stance on a topic and
often to call for a specific political change. At the end of the term, you will create a zine reflecting
upon our course and your own experiences to share your vision of home. We will talk more about
zines, their rhetorical moves, and their social purpose in the coming weeks.
Final Exam
The last major assessment in this course is a cumulative, in-person final exam that will require you to
closely read and analyze passages from course texts, demonstrating your knowledge of the texts, the
major ideas, themes, and theories that we have examined over the term, and your own robust critical
thinking skills.

Tentative Schedule of Assignments
Unit I: The White, Straight House
1/20: Syllabus; Canvas; in-class reading and discussion: JFK speech
1/22: Read and annotate your hard copy of Federici, “Wages Against Housework”

1/27: Read and annotate your hard copy of Chauncey, “Trade, Wolves, and the Boundaries of
Normal Manhood”

1/29: Giovanni’s Room, through pt. 1
2/3: Giovanni’s Room, through pt. 2, ch. 3; paper 1 assigned

2/5: Giovanni’s Room, through end



2/10: The Stepford Wives, through pt. 1

2/12: The Stepford Wives, through end

2/17: Watch Don’t Worry Darling via Canvas

2/19: Draft of paper 1 due; mandatory paper workshop

Unit II: Creating Queer Homes

2/24: Paper 1 due; watch episode six of A League of Their Own on Amazon Prime: “Stealing Home”

2/26: Read and annotate your hard copy of Faderman, “Butches, Femmes, and Kikis: Creating
Lesbian Subcultures in the 1950s and ’60s”

3/3: Zami: A New Spelling of My Name through ch. 7

3/5: Zami: A New Spelling of My Name through ch. 146
3/10: Zami: A New Spelling of My Name through 22

3/12: Zami: A New Spelling of My Name through end
3/16-3/22: Spring Break

Unit III: Queer Home on the Road

3/24: Housemates through pt. 1, ch. 4; paper 2 assigned
3/26: Housemates through the end of pt. I

3/31: Housemates through pt. 2, ch. 4

4/2: Housemates through pt. 3, ch. 1

4/7: Housemates through end

4/9: Draft of paper 2 due; mandatory paper workshop
Unit I'V: Queer Hijinks at Home

4/14: Paper 2 due; in-class zine archives workshop; zine assigned
4/16: Watch The Birdeage via Canvas

4/21: Watch Watermelon Woman via Canvas

4/23: Watch How Not to Date While Trans on YouTube; zine proposal due



4/28: In-class zine workshop
4/30: Final exam review; zine due in class

Final exam: Monday, May 11th, from 11:30am-2:30pm



